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fi ie Every one seety th ip’s crew, shal 
a e Ti respectfully to present the Come | 
mander of them, with any coi Faint, and to direct | 
in case of justice being denied him, to the proper 
commanding general of the navy; but if hecom. 
plains causelessly of his superiors, or exhibits in- 
subordination in the manngr, he shall be severely 
punished ;sand if he instigates riot, shall stuffer | 
such punishment as’a ceurt martial shall deem 
just, it Reing understeod, that whien the soldiets 
or the ship’s crew, have cause to'thake represen- 
Efe » : OPO Pu tations about pay, victuals, maltreatment or dther 
Art, 2. The navy officer or mariner, of what- || matters, they shall depute four or five, who with 
every tank, scldier, corporal'or sergeant, who} the utmost respect may present the Complaint to 
shitil by:ttet or cleedsabuse ary officer of war, on jfthe commander of the ¥, to whose decision 
sca or dandy or menaces him, by drawing sword {they shall submit, und of death, it bei 
orother w n! t him, or lift bis hand to provided, that satisf be» Saleh 
steite him, it should be in return one against those, who ha 
treatment by the officer, shall sufftr the punish- || extortion. 
meat of havinghis hand cut off, and afterwards 
that of thé gallows. ir 8 
nt. 3. hen soldiers or sailors, on sea or 
lands shall seize arms, to quarrel, and aor military 
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(Concluded from page 101.) 
reNALTIES FOR CRIMES COMMON TO SoLDIEES inp TO 
SEAMEN ON BOARD SHIP. 







































Article 1. Every sea officer, sergeant, corporal 
ongoldies; of the navy and army, artillerists and 
scafaivigy people, must obey the officers of war, 
whether of the fleet or army, with whom they 
serve, inevery order given them, pertaining to 
she'duty of theig profession, under fo:feiture of 













bet € motive alle what ie may, shal s 
every tenth one 'be hanged, ti Mg 
ders; ‘tts well as those who are at SS haa of te 


officerorder them to desist, they shall immedi-{/matineers, and those who may be ifstriments to 
ately obey, under pain of being*brought before a/}form’or maintain the sedition stiall'be hi ‘he 

















courtmartial, which shall have the power, accord- 
ing»to the citeumstantes; to extend sentence 
even to desth; and if any marifier or sailor on 
board, prepares to resist the sergeant or corporal 
on board; te shall be condemned to ten’Vears 
imprisonment, and to death if he actuallyresists 
them. Albtheir accomplices shall be subject to 
the same fate ; likewise every one who excites'a 
r 1 oridduring an affray,on board, between 
the erew and: guards, shall:call others to take part 
init, ‘andeuses: words or actions’ tending to ses 
ditioner mutiny, shail be sentenced to death; 
and in like manner, he, whovon any account, cau- 


Nl ion of 
Eevenencunontt he should a ‘to the 
service, and enly go as $a in 
detached vessel ieee should eave happened ed 
tiny or revolt, and its cothimander judges ‘the 
prompt punishment of .geme'of the ring leaders 
indispensible to’ his » he im: 
medi order proceedings to be institwted ‘by” 
one of his officers; or by the purser of the iw 

convenient, there ; ‘a 


if i ‘appears.’ ete may Bea | 
of . d ‘in’ the” irt Tia “v 
rioseed "with his ~ 


their number what it may, withou® ex 





greater number 
who shall solemiily 
and with theusual formalities, 


sesia'Grew to mutiny; by occasioning disodedi- |] consequent séntence td be: gous © 
encej:or causing resistance against the officer, ||'tiny happen’ in the si y, or ‘any! 
shalbbe hanged} and if any man puts his hand to] other urgent ‘case in, 3 


arms on sea or land, in.order to favori@he mutiny, 
hishaiid shalt be cut off. 

Ari-4. Every inferior, of whatever quality’ he: 
may be, who fails.in due respect to his saperiors,; 
whether by ifsolent argument,: or by insult in: 
threat or deed, shall infullibly be brought before 
a mone onal! though rs may be in case, not ex- 

ressly determi this i hie 
That i der See eecaden th 
ing to the leircumstances of the oflence and quar] 
lity of the superior and inferior, having the power 
to increase it, to that of death; and in prevention 
of these: injurious circumstances, itis enjoined on 
the superiors, thatiin censuring or reprehending 
theiminfetiorsythey shall notido it in. a grievous 
manner; since every abuse of authority: shall be 
severely punished: nO 
fet 52) Ywery individual of:the crew or guard, 
shali receive the-aney or rations, which may be 
given, himfor'the day, in considerativn, thatif all 
whieh belongs to him by law;be not furnished, un- 
lesstheare shall bé causes t6 p nt it, and he shall 


suppress it, the capta 
cers on the resolution, 
the @aseé ‘is such as ‘td 
" érs shall arrest some 
t 


i 


Nore of the service; or any! words 

the intentiongof overthrowing 

ence, and should not disclose it of hims rt 

commander, or if being present at a sedition 

or mutiny; does not exert all possible means to 

suppress it, shall nda or stich: punishment 
. a ; wy 





as ths tribunal fi i ; te, ; 
"Ave: 9. He, who when his vessel is engaged io 
combat, shall ¢o desert his: post, With the 
intention of hiding himself, shaH ane 
to death; he! shall suffer the sade. punishment 
always have means of redrés: the grievanee of || who hi” thevaction, or before ‘its E ment, 
which he ediivplains; wherelore if any one refuses || shall ery out'to stop It, or Tq to 
it, he shall be punished’ even with the’ pain of \ who sivkes the flag without cxpre 
death, if he uses setitions Worils or acté which \ the commander given directly und In pe 
may occasion mutiny ‘'avho connives at, or induce s‘the same 
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although he does not belong to the vessel, and) 
proceeds only as a passenger ; and whosoever on 
such occasions may see, or hear any one inciting 
other to oppose the resolution of the commane 
der, and does not, without delay, give information 
tohim or to the officer of artillery or squadron 
nearest to him, or if, during combat or Shipwreck, 
the ship’s launch or boats being in the. water, 
theiv masters hare away, without order of the 
commander, abandoning the ship, shall incur the 
same penalty; but if they should prove that they 
were compelled by their crews, they shall be ac- 
quitted, and those shall suffer death »who co- 
Operated in such violence. ¢ 

-4rt, 14 Inthe great duties of weighing anchor, 
casting,anchor,. mooring the ship, preparing. for 
coinbat, in case of danger from. tempest or other 
accident, the whole of the officers, mariners’ and 
crew, are to be considered as a guard ; and if ei- 
ther soldier.or mprincs guite his post, on such oc- 
casions, or on. those Of ordinary guard, he-shall 
be: placed during the wholeof the next guard on 
a stays with two roundshotiunder his feet or shall: 
be punjshed by loss of his wine for some days, 
he bea sailor, bat if he belong to the marines, he 
shall be in like manner punished by the depriva- 
tion of his wine,, or with bilboes, or fetters, if he 
passes the limits marked out; both classes must 
be, frequently mustered by day and night, in or- 
cer to prevent or discover any delinquency, and 
punish the same. ,, at 

Art..11. Mastranded: vessel be pursued by ene- 
mies, and, the commander determines to defend 
her, the pain, of death shall be imposed on him 
who without express-order, may desert her;but 
a vessel stranded on the onast by tempest or acci- 
dent, he-who should go, from on board without 
order fromthe commander, shall be punished 
with ten years imprisopment; and whoever in 
shipyrecky, fire, or other distyess, in which the 
vend may .happen to ‘be, shall relinquish his 
post, without absolute necessity, or abandon the 


work, to which his, superior may have ordered | 
him,-shall be sentenced ,by the court martial in|} 


propertion to the con:wquences of his disobeci- 

ence, to a corresponding penalty, which accord- 

ing to the; cir¢umstanees, may be extended even 
. to ry 


h. eee: 

be te who se fé, Or assists to fire any 
vessel oy store ; he Cuts the cables, with a 
design of destréying the Vessel, shall lose his life; 
and all accomplicesin these crimes, although they 
be not in jurisdiction of ‘the navy, shall be tri 
and condemned by its court martial ; he likewi 
shail be at, death, who, 
destroy the-ve by cutting or maliciously 
unreaving the principal cables, beirt payee. 
combat, on shoFe, or between sand banks; and 
the tke penalty shall be imposed on the helm’s. 
man, who shall occasion the loss of the ship, by 
no! sicering the course ordered by his: comman- 
der or officer of the guard; inthe same way shall 
be ‘r cd. by-a court martial, in proportion. to the 
muiice which may be discovefed, and its conse- 
quences, he, who with anger, ‘or in any other 
manner maliciously .empties. part of the ship’s 
stoic of waiter, so as greatly to endanger her 
crew: and he who makes prohibited. mixtures 
with ‘ve provisions, as to produce “disease 
amuug ihe ship’Sconlpany, or detension to the 
expedition. $ 
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commandants of vessels, corps or de 

land’or oh board ship, it should hap liven) at 
them, with the intent of inciting olsse who com- 
mags te act offensively against the officers of any 
other vessel or corps, the mariners or sailors, whe 
‘in such obey, shall be decimated to forfeit life. 

“Art; 14. Any of the ship’s crew, who with de- 
liberatevintention kills, or severely wounds ano. 
ther, shall be punished with death ; as he who 
avails himself with treachery to inflict a wound 
from which death ensues to the wounded; but if 
he should not die, the aggressor shall be doomed 
by the court martial to ten years imprisonment, 
the wound being @ severe ohe ; but if slight, toa 
penalty proportioned to the circumstances. 

Art. 15. He, who on board, shall draw his knife, 
or other weapon, to wound: any person, shall 
forthwith be condemned to suffer, the fact being 
proved, twenty-five lashes, if he belongs to the 
mariners, and if asailor, an equal number of 
blows.with the rope’s end, on the-shoulders, : a). 
though he may not have absolutely inflicted the 
wound, but if it be actually accomplished, the 
court martial shall impose a suitable punishment, 
which shall not impair any of the executive pen- 
alties, treated of in this and other articles; and 
it shall be adjudged, the case being established 
by process, that the aggressor shall also pay, the 
expenses of the a togetlier with the wages or 
earnings of the w 4 man during that time. 

Art. 16. Whosoever on board ship draws arms 
against any sentinel, or makes use of -stone, stick 
or hand ‘to assault him, shall be condemned to 
death » and if a citizen, shall be tried by a court 
martial of officers, to the exclusion of the civil tri- 
bunal ; provided that every sentinel who -discoy- 
‘ers in. any one an intention to insult or assault 
him, shall order him ‘o desist, calling toxthe cor- 
poral that he may give information to the officer 
of the guard; and if, notwithstanding, he perse- 
veres in a manifest design to bully or assault the 
sentinel, in whatever manner soeyer it may be, 
the sentinel shall make use of his arms. ©: 

Art. 17. Whosoever-at sea or on shore challen- 
ges, or accepts a challenge, or private satisfac- 
tion, shall be judged according to the» ordinances 
already in fom@e on this point. ‘ 

rt. 18. Whoever gets intoxicated, shall: be 

pees in the stocks for four days, and kept on 
bread and water, and if he indulges in the vice 
frequently, shalt be deprived of his ration of wine 
until he reforms, giving him at each relapse six 
phinges into the:water from the main yard arm. 

Art. 19. Every sailor is nrehibited froin con- 
Inqeli-c- *---Shigs UE UNSIAYING, with any purpose 
Whatever, ships manifests, polidies or bills of la- 
ding, clearance, letters (patent de navegacion_) or 
any other document belonging to vessels they may 
search, detain or capture, under penalty of ten 
years imprisonment to the naval officers, (off- 
ciales de mar J and individual marines and sailors, 
and dismission from employment to every other ; 
it is also forbidden to compel the captains and 
crews of vessels which they may searclr; to make 
them any contribution or commit acts-of extortion 
under pain of dismission trom employment, or 
exemplary punishment, which shall be extended 
to that of death, asthe Gase may demand, and the 
court martial think ju ¢ 

Art. 20. Whoever, without permission of the 
master of the prize or yessel detained andmanned, 
shall break open any sealed hatch, chest, bale, 





elt, 13. by’ dispu'-. between officers or 


> 4 


pipe, bag or locker, in which there are goods, 
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ghall loose his share of the prize (ifit prove one) 
and his pay dumng the whole cruize, he be | 
prosecuted as-a robber, and be condemned a , 
court martial to imprisonment according | 
case ; he shall be tried by the same tribunal who | 
robs any person of his clothing on board of the 
prize, plunders him, or maltreats hini in any way 
whatever. l ‘ 

Art. 21. He, intrasted with the prize, shall be 
responsible for what may be missing through his 
fault. or negligence, if it has been delivered to 
him, under penalty of loss of employment, and his 
share of the prize, besides every one who exacts 
duties or contributions, or @ propria es merchan- 
dize or effects belonging to the prize, to himself, 
even under pretence of recompensing the trouble 
which he may have had in relation to it, shali have 
confiscated for restitution as much as he scizes. 

Art. 22. No person of any grade or condition 

whatsoever, shall purchase or conceal any 
which he knows belongs to a prize, before it/be 
adjudged to be good prize, under pain of restitu- 
tion, and a finé to three times the value of the. 
goods purchased or secreted, and even of corporal 
punishment, if the case require it. 
' Art. 23. The punishments of stoppage of wine, 
fetters, hand-cuffs, beatings-and. he spo- 
ken of in the preceding a may be ordered 
by the commanders of pri rs at sea only, and 
not in port, where the imposition of them belongs 
exclusively to the chief of the navy. 

Art. 24, The whippings which are understeod 
under the name of canon (canon_) shall be inflict- 
ed only with a rope’s end or cordage of the small- 
est size, such as may be sufficient to take a reef 
in the topgallant'sail; but such punishment shall 
not be inflicted except in the presence of the of- 

4icer, whom the commandant may instruct in the 
degree of rigor, with which it is to be executed in 
proportion to the crime; and the sailor who when 
commanded by the boatswain or boatswain’s-mate 
refusesto tie the delinquent, or to take the’ rope’s 
end or cat-o’-nine-tails to flog him, shall suffer the 
like penalty himself. 






































year 1816, to the prior and ; 
- nal ot opnsabat Cadiz, ‘Novi 19, 1816s 
E. Myr. Erving to Mr. Pizarro; June 29, 
(No. 1.) Mr. Erving « Mr Monroe. if 
MADRID, sxeT. 28,1816. 

To James Monroe, Secretaty of State.» © 
} Sin—Perceiving by the publi¢ pa ers that the 

case of R. W. Meade, a citizen of the U. States, 
for many years ests hed at Cadiz in commerce, 
and now suffering in prison’by order of this gov- 
ernment, has excited considerable sensation in 
America, it seems to be proper that 1.should sub- 
mit to you my correspondence with Mr. Cevallos, 


on pura subject. ae 
Ihave herewith the honor tocenclose ny 1 
to that minister, of Augu CS hin eply of ghee 
er note ¢ Bept iah. 


tember 10th, and my 
t received an answer. 







‘Yo this last I have 
(Signed) »™ oy GEO. W. ER¥ING: 
YGNe. 2.) Mr. Brving to Mr. Cevallotie 
MADRID, AUGUST 27. s 
To his excellency, Don Pedro Cevullos, first ‘minieier 
of stateZSe..€9c. Ee. ‘ 
’ Stt—It is my duty to recall the attention of his 
Majesty’s government to the, case of Richard W. 
Meade, a citizen of the United States, who is im- 
risoned by the authorities at ‘Gadiz, ander seth. 
lance of law, and of his majesty’s ‘authority, bat 
as fnust be presumed, ist’ his will, ‘and as pe 
be substantiated against his ordersissuei! on ‘lie 
10th of August, 4816. © hg Fl 


A particular statement of cireumstanees‘of- the 
case was transmitted to your piece? oy y fhe 
ipo 

ae | 





ve or 


secretary of this legation, in a note 
last; it is therefore needless that shoul 
recite them. “(°° HERO SEIU 

1 propose to refer to your documents 
each of them of printipal importance, dnd w 4 
taken in their coniexion; ‘point out most dis- 


tinetly and indisputabily, the’ illegality of the pro- 
: 6) Ladi ceedi $s aguinst: oM " 4 nd 
CORRESPONDENCE comslatstien ; an the core which 
Concerning Richard W.~Meade, communicated to taken for his relieft¢ : eee m1 dt eel 
the Department of State, by Mr. Erving. The ducuments to whieh I refer, ‘and copies of 






LIST OF PAPERS IN THE CASE OF RICHARD W. MEADE, No.1. An order 16 -the'consulado of Cadiz, 

_ Papers receiged from Mr. Erving. ‘ 
No. 1. Mr. Biv to the serretary 

State, sia - = &. a 1510. *4 

2, Same to Mr, Ceva - Aug. 5 WHICH, apres ss ot. af ; as a5 ‘ 

3. Mr. Cevallas to Mr, Erving, Sep. 19 Translation. || Consuladd. en mending’ in the siid 

4. Mr. Erving to Mr, Cevailos, 3 a. Me «eR ; 

6. Mr, Cevallos to Mr. Mirving, Oet. 17, Translations} “NO. 2. ' Phe'receipt’ 

6, Mr. Erving: to Mr. Cevallos, 21, sury ‘for the déposite’ 

7. Same to same. 7 : 
. 
9 


‘ yi 

- ety 

. Mr. Pizarro to Mr. Erving, Kors 7. 
0 


voTO" 


. Mr. Erving to the Secretary No.3. The reply of the intendantof the con- 


4 @3 - 12, 1817. . A Petras eg ; 
9 ee. ae sulado, when that tribunal inquited, ‘as to the tia 
11, Same to same, - Mareh 14, 1917. tate of the shod 6 





22, Same tosame, - - - 2, F 
13, Mr. Pizarro to Mr. Erving, = 12, Translation. 
i4, Mr. Erving fo Mr. Pizarro, May 9, 
Received from Mrs. Meade. 
A. Petition of Mrs. Meade to the. 
President, dated == "= © ‘Dees 4, 18174] 


No. 4. neh ‘4 eof ete Hd 1815, 
suspending ings the ‘coh- 
— treasut Soule Seto Cle 
fH funds for the’ pt e of restoring the’ sum dé 
sited by va a |: , 

It is not my intention, for it Wotld be aitogether 
uselesa, to enter into a history Of the oviginal 
transactions, por which, » Iv a “suit was 
brought befare the consulado of Qadiz, against 
vir. Meade, and isow continued in the name of 
# Mr. John MDermot. , eo 


Spain, for the year 1817, 
to the treasnrerof the rents. : 
of Cadiz, dated April 22; 
Answer of the treasurer of Cadiz, , 
dated : 2, 


+ 
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him, aid decreed that he should pay over to that 
tribunal the sum which he had previously depo- 
th by its own order, in the treasury. ‘Against 


Meade always held the moneys in question, to 
be } aid over in legs! form, as the competent au- 
thorities should irect. , 

Your excelleney will, am persuaded, now ex- 
amine the affair with impartiality, and free from 
the impressions unfavorable to this American, 
with which it has been attempted to pre-occupy 

our judgment. if it were my duty, on the other 
hand; tostate what ought to be his personal mer- |). 
its, in the view of tis government, Eshould dwell 
upon ie very extensive and important services, 

‘which, as a merchant and a) ist, he rendered 
to Spain, in the crisis of her affairs, the most try- 
ing and difficult. It oug'it surely to be known to 
your excellency, that he contributed, most essen- 
tially, to tie cause ot this country, by grving large 
credits to its océasional governments, and that for 
these services he is not yet reimbursed, But I 
have not to’ask &ny favor for him. 1 deSire but 
strict and impartial justice,‘and I found my claim |} the tribanal of commerce shall suspend all pro- 
‘to his :mmiédiate release from prison, on the acts |}. ge against Meade, &c. 
of the government in whasename, and of the very |] ,/Of this decree neither party can complain : how 
tribunal by which he is now impri then has it been r-versed? If there has-been any 

By the two first of the’e delay in the payment to be made by the treasury, 
youréxcellency ‘will perceive that Mr. Meade, |} that is not Meade’s fault; the decree is illimited 
submitting tothe orders of the consulado, paid the |] ~it orders all proceedings against him to be sus- 
amount of the moneys im suit, into the treasury of | pended till tha: object can be effected. 
the province. . The payntent is said tohave been] It is not my pugpose to call into question, tlte 
effected in libramientos,” or receipts for Jibrar || justice of Mr. M‘@rmot’s demand, or to blame 
mientos of the treasury general, or intendant;||any of his proceedings; but wiiat I state with 
credits of Meade with.the treasury, which were |] confidence, is that lis claim is now properly on 
payable.in specie, and which were to be paid: in || the treasury or intendant. If the consula<6 or in-. 
specie, within afew.days.: The intendant, there- |} tendant have, in the course of their procecdiigs, 
fore readily’ gave 'to,Meade the receipt (No.. 2) || changed the situation of Mr. M‘Dermot’s case for 
for a deposi‘e.inispecie, the “<‘libramientos” being || the worse, they have done him wrong, and + is 
cancelled; and passed to the several accounts to |Lof them that he should complain; but they have 


- Which, they -belonged. Thus, therefore, every |} acted in virtue of their regular faculties, and have 
exonerated Mr. ‘Meade ; ‘ or had their conduct 


legal and. formal requisite being. complied wit.., 

Me-ie was, exonerated fromiatl peaponsibils — {i been even illegal, yet Meade cannot be made te- 
and, to make: his irresponsibility still more perfect |] sponsible for it; he had not any control over 

if tii. were possible, the intendant wrote to the | them, or any means of resisting them. 
gonsulado, (No, 3,) stating, @xpressly, that the de-| It was very natural for him to offer the depo- 
“poste had beem made in specie, anc that he would | site in“ libramientos,” but he did not force the 
“respond, to the consulado for, specie. intendant to receive them; that was his own act; 
\iter) such conclusive proceedings, it-(would || nor indeed does there appear to’ have been. any 
(@eem impossible that Mr. e,,could be, aga:a || thing irregular in that act, since payment was due 
i , by the treasury on the. ‘libramientos.” ‘The 


by the tri the same maiter 
transaction was then the same in effect, as though 


~” Was the tribu _ ordering him to 
make the deposite ?. » let, it answer || the intendant had paid to Meade the amount*of 
the “ libramientos” in specie, and then received 


for its own errors, the; intendant culpable 
in receiving the “,libramientos” assspecie? ie |) back that specie in deposite, and it, was effected 
is then to be censured; but he has expressly made || in that form also; so that if there was any fault 
imself onsible to the consulado for specie.— }| in the intendant, it was that of paying Meace what 
Let him then beheld to.that responsibility, Thess Was dua to him s, but this 1 presume cannot Be 
may be questions hetwee the iperee eME called a fault, o7 if-so, the transaction cannot be 
“4. i ~48) it 1$.certainly hi unjust that fvitiated by it, Phe intendant then, having in- 
an individual | uld ifice to repair their|| formed the consulado that the deposite had been 
errors, Will it , made in specie, and that he was responsible to 
delivered to t , ry, and credited ta Meade, || the consulado fo; specie, Mr. Meade is of course 
as cash, and held by the treasury: indeposite, a exempt from all further process; and the royal 
promised by the intendant to. be, paid over ascashi, || decree above cited considered him so tobe. ~ 
are not, in fact, De pe eat Ceriainly |} But now sir, a second time this’ consulado, 
not. The government will not ass this;condem- |} which as [ have shown, having ordered Mr. 
_ nation ¥ Own securities) But if the contrary |} Meade to deposite inthe treasury, did thus by its 
sup on”, Were: admissible, even then . Mz. || own act absolve him from its jurisdietion, 1enews 
Meacle pemains exempt from all. responsibility 5 |} its demand on him. for another deposite to the 
or the “ libramjentos > in question, have. been.al- |{ same amount, andsin defiance of his majesty’s de- 
ready passed into account, as paid in specie,:and || cree, on Meade’ ien-compliance, has thrown 
have been elled by the officer, who had the |{ him into a dungeon. | 
competentauthority {do so Nevertieless, the Surely there cannot be any la. to authorize the 
consulado, which, by its own act, had precluded jj imprisonment, as a coniemhed felon, of a defen- 
itself trom All further jurisdiction over Mr. Vieacde, }| dant in an action for debt, yet pending, much 
in this matter, still persisted in its process against |! Jess can it be permitted that any authority. should 






















injustice, Mr. Meade appealed to the supe- 
tribunal of the province, but its interference 
was overruled by the tribunal of war, at Madrid - 
and this.latter confirmed the sentence of the con- 
sulado of Cadiz 
Mr, Meade was then obliged to. resort to the 
sovereign, who issued the decree of August 20, 
1815, (No, 4.) This decree is, in all its parts. per- 
fectly just. It suspends the proceedings of the 
constilado against Meade, and acknowledges the 
validity of the deposite made, by directing, as it 
were, funds to be collected, for effecting the re- 
turn of the money by the intendant, to the end, 
that it might be paid into the co su:do; and that 
in the mean time, till funds be collected for the 
purpose of effecting the return of this deposite, 















































Vor. T.—1818.] 


amend its own faults and errors by sacrificing the 
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they were in violation of his majesty’s own de- 


liberty, property. and domestic happiness of an jjcree of August.14, 1815. 


individual ; and still less is it possible, that his ma- 
jesty should allow the continuance of such pro- 
Geedings in a case where his own treasurysis t 
depository of the funds in question, which by “his 
ewn decree have been ordered to be paid overin 
satisfaction of the judgment. It is with. entire 
oontidencé, therefore, that L request your excel- 
lency to lay this representation before the king ; 
not doubting but that he will order that Mr. 
Meade be immediately released from confine- 
ment, and that the royal decree of Aug. 10, 1815, | 
be maintained and observed. 

(Signed) GEO. W. ERVING. 

[No. 3.] TRANSLATION. 


Don Pedro Cevallos to Mr. Erving, Minister Ple- 
nipotentiary of the United States, Madrid. 

Sm—I have given an account to his majesty of: 
your note of the 27tn of last month, relative to 
Mr. Richard Meade, and it is his majesty’s plea: 
sure, that I should inform you, that as his case is 
pending before the supreme council of war, he 
must have recourse tout. 

By his majesty’s orders, the council of war pre- 
sented to his majesty a report, on the affair pend- 
ing in the tribunals of Spain, between the credi- 
tors of » commercial house i#f—ondon, in a state 
of failure, and Mr. Richard-Meade. 

It states the restitution of a deposite of up- 
wards of fifty thousand dollars in specie, made to 
Meade by the said house, in failure, at London, 
and that he attempted to restore the money, de- 
manded of him, in credits of the treasury. 

The council reports against Meade, and states, 
that he availed himself of this circumstance with 
a view to surprise the equity of the severeign to 
the very great injury of strict justice, of the in- 
terests of the, bankrupt house and of its creditors; 
and afterwards gave it as their opinion (dictamen) 
that his majesty ought not, in opposition to the! 
laws, to agree to the petition of Meade, who 
should deliver up the aforesaid deposite, in like! 
manner and in the same specie, as he had receiv- | 
ed it, or give full, clear, and sufficient security, | 
to the satisfaction of the tribunal of commerce of 
Cadiz; aud in default thereof, to be removed to 
a public prison, to prevent all evasion of the sen- 
tence against him. 

His majesty thereupon assented to the opinion, 
{dictamen) of the council to which Meade is 
to conform, x 


Palace, 10th Sept. 1816. 


[No. 4.] Mr. Erving to Mr. Cevallos. 
MADRID, sEPT. 16, 1816, 


To his excellency Don Pedro Cevallos, first minister 
of siate, Se. Ge. 

Sir—On the 13th inst. I received your exce - 
lency’s note of 10th inst. in reply to mine, 27th 
August, respecting the case of R. W. Meade, a 
citizen of the United Sta:es, now detained in a 
feion’s prison, at Cadiz, I had required that Mr. 
Meade should be released from his confinement, 
because, on a review of the sproceedings against 
him, and reference to the @écumeuts inclosed in 
my note of August 27,14 d that those pro- 
ceedinzs were unjust, sinée the object of them 
Wwas'to compel! him to pay'a sum of money, which 
he had alre@dy paid‘in virtue of a judicial decree 
—und illegal, as well fer that reason, as because 
















Your excellency has not thought proper to Tree 
vert to these antecedents, but you have been 
pleased to confine yourself to’ a simple nari..1ve 
of what has passed in the couneil of war, subse- 
quent to the date of his majesty’s decree, and up- 
on this ground to refer.the party aggrieved to this 
same council of war. If £ understood your excel- 
lency’s note aright, it states, that a posterior de- 
cision of the council of war, has‘declared his -ma- 
jesty’s decree of Au 14, 1815, to be urfjust 
and illegal, and has advised his majesty to reverse 
it, and to put Mr: Meade BE preon, until he shall 
have paid the sum demanded of him; and fur- 
ther, that his majesty has complied with this ex- 
traordinary dictamen, that thus Meade is actually 
in prison, with the: knowledge and’ consent of his 
majesty, who has thought proper to render his 
own decree a dead letter, These are facts which 
I could not suppose to existed, and to which 
{ should have founda difficult to have given 
credit, had I nots ived them from your 
excellency. In may be considered as 
determining the perpataal imprisonment jof “Mr. 
Meade ; for it cannot be imagined, that €ven if 
he be able to pay, that he ever will consent’ 'to 
pay a second time, that sum which he has before 
deposited in his majesty’s treasury, and for which 
the treasury has formally made itself responsible: 

fn this last consulta of the council of war, it is 
stated thatgMr. Meade attempted to restore the 
money demanded of him in credits of the treasu- 
ry, (intenta devolver en papeles de credita contra 
TYesoreria.) By this phraseology, the fact hag 
been concealed from his majesty, of the payment, 
which was actually e by Meade, to the trea- 
surer general, for the amount of which, iti.specie, 







the said treasurer general formerly made fimself 


responsible to the. con 
This fact 1 say was not stated to his miajesty, ag 
it sheuld have been, by the. council’ of .war. If 
your excellency will take the trouble of reverting 
te ny note of the:27th ultimo, you will see that 
it is therein specially set forth, supported by'con- 
clusive documentary proof, and. ‘that ujou_it ‘is 
reclamation which [ 


very princip: lly fou 
have made in favorof % 

Phis remains, then, § formér force, and 
altogether unanswered by your exceliency’s note, 
But to simplify the casé as much as possible, to’ 
disembarrass it of all légal questions and discus- 
sions, arising out of Mr. M‘Dermot’s claim, or bé- 







signed PEDRO CEV \LLOS.» longing to the ‘antecedent proceedings; in fine 
(signed) é of onging ent pro gs . 


Parties may have jus in a © com- 
CONSISTENCY -o4 che 


porting with the good faith an : 
government, L now piace Lin ‘another 
form, considering that Mr. 5 in pursuance’ 


of a judicial decision of the’co do’ of : Cadiz,” 


did on the 19th of February, 1314, pay into the’ 
office of the treasu’ er general of the province, 
the sum of 1,050,32¢ v. 

Considering that the said treasurer general did 
acknowledge the said payment to have been 
made in specie, and did promise to repay specie 
whenever calledupon, ' ©: 

Finally, considering that the funds in question 
are. actually in the royal treasury,” 9 

For these reasons, | require that the treasurer 
general be ordered immediately to-pay over the 
sume funds in specie, to whonsvever the consu- 
lado of Cadiz stall appoint to receive them, 

~ (Signed) ~* GEOLOW. ERVING. 
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(No. 5} [TRANSLATION } j 
Don Pedro Cevallos to Mr. Erving. 

Ss".--Having laid before the king your note of 
the 16ih of September last, relative to Mr. Rich 
ard Meade, I have received his majesty’s com- 
mands to inform.you, that the affair of this indi- 
vidual being under the especial cognizance of the 
supreme council of war, it is to this tribunal that 
his reclamations must be addressed. 


(Signed) PEDRO CEVALLOS, 
October .7, 1816. . 
[No, 6,] Mr. Erving to. Mr, Pizarro. 


yp, ocr. 2}, 1816, 

Sin—-in a note of Sept. 16th, upon the case e- 
R.W Meade, an American citizen in prison at 
Cadiz, I required that the treasurer general of 
that district should be ordered to pay over to 
such person as the consulado of Cadiz should ap- 
pest to receive the same, the moneys which have 

een deposited with the said treasurer general 
by said Meade, in obedience to a judicial order of 
the said consulado. of , 
In your excellency’s reply’ the 17th instant, 
ow are pleased to tell mé, that the affairs of Mr. 
Meade being rooted (radicados) in the supreme 
council of war, to that tribunal he ought to re- 
sort. , 
{a this your excellency has reference, I pre- 
sume, to a certain suit brought against Mr. Meade 
by Mr. John M*‘Dermot, you certainly do not 
mean to be understood, that all affairs whatever, 
of Mr, Meade are to be subjected to the decision 
of the council of war, nor can I conceive that any 
such connexion. between the suit of Mr. M‘Der- 
mot andthe demands of Mr. Meade on his ma- 
jesty’s treasury can be established, as can being 
these last within the cognizAnce of that tribunal. 

Permit me to ask whether the supreme council 
of warhas the faculty of ordering the treasurer 
ae of Andalusia, to pay over the funds which 

r. ‘Meade deposited..with him, to such persons 
as the consulado of Cadiz may appoint to receive 
them. 

If.so, 1 will request: your exceilency ta lay be- 
fore,that tribunal, the demand made in my last 
note, according to the practive in similar cases ; 
but ifthe: cribunal of war has no such faculiy, then 
the order which 1 have requested, can be given, 
only by the éxecutive Tnment. “My applica- 
tion for its ‘ate rfarcnde Wi perfectly correct, and 
your execliency’s reference to the tribunal, is, as 
to any useful object perfectly nugatory, for Mr. 
Meade must necessarily beanswe red, that the tri- 
bynal yr not any control over his majesty’s trea- 
sury. Phad flattered myecelf with a hupe, that in 
rer cvrference on the $th inst. | had succeeded 
in convincing) your excellency, thai the case be- 
tween Mr, Megde and Mr. M‘itermot, and that 
‘etween Mr. Meade and his majesty’s treasury, 
were altogether distinct. I do not solicit any act 
of injustice against Mr M‘Dermot, and 1 ought 
to presume that it is his majegty’s desire to do jus- 
tice ta Mr. Meade. In aceeding to my demand 
m his favor, your excellency will accomplish that 
desire, and so far from imputigiig the claims of 
Mr. M'Dermot, ére effect of the measure will be, 
to satisfy them by payment, and to extinguish all 
the processesitp which they had given rise. 

I do trust, then, on reconsidering the Case, vour 
exceliency will perceive, that only two inquiries 
are negessary, Viz. whether Mr. Meade did, by 
order af the consulado deposite the funds in 
question, with the treasurer general, and whether 
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they yet exist in the hands of the treasurer. of 
these facts, | have already laid before you indigs 
putable proofs, in the papers marked No. 1, 2, 

t itted to you with my note of August 27th, 
viz.—No. 1. The order of the consulado, direct. 
ing Meade to deposite. No.2. ‘Vhe receipt of 
the treasurer general, for the deposite made. No, 
3. The acknowledgment of the treasurer, that 
he holds said deposite in specie, subject to the 
orders of the consulado. It is for want of these 
funds, now, in his majesty’s treasury, that Mr, 
Meade is in prison, the payment of them to the 
order of the consulado, will quiet all claims and, 
satisfy all parties, and will not interfere with the 
jurisdiction, or require the intermediation of any 
tribunal whatever. 

He recurs then to the king, whose power to en- 
force is as indisputable, as his disposition to do 
right; and 1, on his part, require only the plain- 
est act of justice, when I demand that an express 
royal order be issued for his immediate liberation 
from prison, and for the payment of the funds de- 
posited by him in the royal treasury of the pro- 
vince, to the consulado of Cadiz, or to such per. 
son as it may appoint to receive the same. 

(Signed) GEO. W. ERVING. 
[No.7.] MR. ERVING TO MR. CEVALLOS. 
[ This letter was introduced by mistake and printed with the 
others transmitted to congress. It relates to affairs of Carthae 


nia S. A. and will hereafter, be published with them, they 
Faving been called for by the house of Representatives] 


Editor Nat, Reg, 
{No, 8.] (Translation.] 
Don Jose Pizarro to the minister of the U. 8. 

Sin—I have laid before his majesty your note 
of the 21st of Jast month, in which you insist that 
the sums deposited by Mr. R. Meade in the royal 
treasury, should be paid over to thé tribunal of 
commerce of Cadiz, or to whomsoever it may at- 
thorize to receive them. This affair appertaining 
to the ministry of the treasury, his majesty has 
been pleased to determine that your said note be 
transmitted to the secretary of that department, 
that through his channel it may again be submit- 
ted to his majesty’s decision. 

(Signed) JOSE PIZARRO. 


[No. 9.] Extract of a letter from Mr. Erving to the, 
Secretary of Stute, dated, Madrid, May 12, 1817. 
““By my despatches, Nos. 20, 23, 26,1 had the 

honor to submit to you copies of the first part of 
my correspondence with the Spanish secretary of 
state, on the case of Richard W. Meade. As-that 
gentleman despairing of the success of my ef orts 
inshis favor, desires that the whole of his case 
may be laid before you, | now transmit copies of 
all the notes which have passed on it since the 
month of November.” 

LNo. 10.} My Erving to Mr. Pizarro, dated, 

Madrid, December 23; 1816. 
8in—On the 7th November, your excellency 
replied to my note of 21st October, on the case of 

R W. Meade, an American citizen, in prison at! 

Cadiz, that vou had transmitted the same to the 

minister of Hacienda, that the royal resolution 

might be given through that ministry, In conse- 
quence, I presume, of your exce'lency’s commu- 
nication tothe minister of Hacienda, Mr. Nava- 
retti, the treasurer general, wrote to the constilado 
of Cadiz, on the 19th November ; the answer of 
that tribunal is dated on the 29th November. - It 
is completely susisfaetory and?in perfect accord 
with what { have stated to you on the ease. Why 
@ copy af it has not been already transmitted to 
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ou, I will not undertake to conjecture ; but see- 


ing that this docunjent, as well as others in the 
eause, do virtually confess, that the proceedings: 
against Mr. Meade are of the unjust and violent 
character, which I have attribute and 
that every unnecessary delay is an augmentation 
of the injustice, as T ought to believe and am per- 
suaded, entirely contrary to the disposition of his 
majesty. For these reasons, [ pray your excellen- 
cy to demand from the minister of Hacienda a co- 
of Mr. Naveretti’# aforesaid correspondence 
with the consulado, and to lay it, in conjunction 
with my representations, before his majesty. 
(signed) GEORGE W. ERVING. 
[No. 11.] Mr. Erving to Mr. Pizarro, dated, 
Madrid, March 14, 1817. 


Sin—In a note of September 16, 1816, to your 
excellency’s predecessor, I required ‘that the 
treasurer general of the district of Cadiz should 
be ordered to pay to such person as the consula- 
do of Cadiz should appoint to receive the same, 
a certain sum of money which had been deposited 
with said treasurer, by R. W. Meade, an Ameri- 
ean citizen, in @bedience to an order of said con- 
sulado, and for which sum said Meade then was, 
as he still is, held in prison. 

Having been answered by Mr. Cevallos gene- 
raliy, that the affair of Mr. Meade was before the 
council of war, I insisted on my former demand, 
(in a further note of October 21,) showing to the 
minister, that it had no necessary connexion with 
any process depending before the council of war, 
and further, that jit was not possible for the coun- 
cil to satisfy my reclamation, even if it should be 
disposed to do so, because it had no faculty to 
give such orders to his majesty’s treasurer, as I 
had desired; 

In answer to this note, your excellency was 
pleased to inform me on the 7th November, that 
as my demand related to the duties of the minister 
of Hacienda, his majesty had resolved that my 
note of 21st October, should pass to that minister, 
t» the end that through that department the royal 
resolution should be given. ‘ Se pasa la citada 
nota al senor secretario de dicho departamiento 
para que por su conducto recayga la real resolu- 
cion.” 

In consequence, I presume, of this measure, the 
treasurer general, senor Navaretti, wrote to the 
consulado at Cadiz, on the 19th November, re- 
quiring that tribunal to inform him particularly as 
to'the aforésdid deposite. The consulado replied 
tothe treasurer on the 29th November, that thé 
deposite had been made by its order, that it had 
been made “ ineffective,” (‘“ en libramientos de 
plata effectiva,’”’) that it existed at the treasury, 
and that the treasurer-had made himself respon- 
sible*to the said consulado for the amount. 

I annex to this note a copy of that most im- 
portant correspondence between the treasurer 
and the consulado, (marked A,) and which your 
excellency was pleased also to procure a copy of 
from the minister of Hacienda, pursuant to. the 
request contained in my note of December 25. 

This correspondence leaves not the least doubt 
as to the nature of the de me ores actual exist- 
ence, and Lassured myself that it was all that could 
be desired, and that it must necessarily preduce an 
immediate order for the telease of Meade from 
prison. Lam, therefore, much surprised to find 
that the affair, instead of having been despatched, as 
l understood by your excellency’s note of Novem- 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1818. 















was paid into his ma 





i 
ber 7, that it would be, has again fullen back into 


the hands of the council of war, which’ tribunal, 
as before ubserved, cannot have ‘any control over 
the operations of his majesty’s treasury. 

to them, and |} 


If the council of war should enter into any inqui- 
ry as to the nature of the deposite, can the result, 
whatever it may be, of that inquiry, be opposed 
to the somplete, plain, unequivocal declaration of 
the consulado of Cadiz, the very tribunal, by ordet 
of which the deposite was made, which is most 
interested to ascertain its nature, and its actual 
existence ? But in nd) view oan it be of the least 
importance in Ting, or should it have the 
least influence in‘deciding upon my reclamation, 
whether the deposite is or is not satiafictory to 
the council of war; and therefore, T will not here 
enter into its past or present proceedings, or will 
I advise Mr. Meade to appear before that tribunal 
to prove any thing which may relate fo the nature 
of that deposte. It is sufficient that the deposite 
was made by the order. of the ‘consulad. ; that it 
jesty’s treasury, and is now 
d by the confession 
fF; and 1 cannot “ac- 






of; the - consulado ‘its 


knowledge the justice of any plea for holdin 
er 0 


Mr. Meade in prison, by adecision of an 
his majesty’s tribunals, for the very sum thus de- 
posited. " 
His majesty’s treasury has the money in ques- , 
tion: Mr. Meade is suffering in prison under his , 
majesty's authority ! What can be more simple 
than the course pointed out by justice in this 
case ? 
As the representative of the American govern- 
ment, the natural protector of its citizens inst 
all injustice, I appeal directly to his catholic ma- 


jesty against the injustice of those acting in his 


name, and under his authority; and I request 
your excellency, as the proper channel of com- 
munication, to lay my reclamation before him.— 
And if his majesty should desire to be more parti- 
cularly informed of the proceedings of the coun- 
cil of war, and of all the persecutions which this 
American citizen (who, I cannot but remind your 
excellency, sc much contributed to support the 
cause of Spain in the critical epoch of her 
affairs) has suffered ; then if his majesty will con. 
descend to peruse the | J memorial, which Mr. 
Meade addresssd to him, he will, I doubt not, sce 
enough to reprehend. 2) 


see, Madrid, March 24, 1817. 

Sra—With my note of the 14th instant, upon 
the case of R: W. Meade,.an American citizen 
confined in-the castle .at iz, b itted to 
your excellency what ought to be considered ag 
the most satisfactory and conclusive evidence, re- 
lative to the nature and the actual existence of 
the deposite made by,him in the royal eo 4 of 
that district, by order of the consulado of Cadiz ; 
it appeared to me that nothing further could be 
required, and th: our excellency would lay it 
before his majesty nt to my request, that it 
must produce an instant order for the relese of Mr. 
Meade ; but seeing that the sufferings of this in- 
dividual still continue, I cannot omit any measure, 
however superfluous it may appear, W ich may pos- 
sibly contribute to his release, heaping proof upon 
proof of the injustice done to him, It is therefore 
that I now send. to-you, herewith inclosed, # cer- 






ge 
(Signed) GEORGE W. ERVING. 
12] Mr. Erving.to Mr. Pizarro, dated, 










tificate, dated 15th March, regularly authenticated, 
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of Don Antonio Y. Zarbee, “ contador principal de 
ventas provinciales” of Cadiz, who is the only per- 
son authorized to grant certificates relative to the: 
operations Of the treasury in that district, and 
through whose hands all such matters must neces- 
sarily pass. This cert ficate has been granted on 
the petition of Mr. Meade, which I also take the 
liberty of inclosing. Vines 
I beg your excellency’s particular attention to 
this certificate; it is ample and explicit in every 
respect, and I am persuaded must convince you 
that no further research on the points in question 
can be necessary. I therefore confidently reurge 
my roquett that your excelleney would be pleas- 
ed to lay my reclamation before the king, and 1 
rely on his majesty’s just dispositions for the im- 
mediate release of Mr. Meade. ; 
(Signed) GEO. W. ERVING. 
[No..13.) | , Translation.] 
ir, Pizarro to. Mr. Erving, dated, 
Madrid, April 12, 1817. 
Srr—Immedately that I received your note of 
the 24th of last March, I directed, by order of the 
king my master, the supreme council of war, .to 
despatch with all urgency, the “ consulta” which 
had been required of it, relative to the affairs of 
Mr. Richard Meade, with the house of Hunter, 
Raynes & Co. of London, and I wait for the said 
cansulta, to lay the matter before his majesty, and 
to obtain bis sovereign resolution. 
(Signed) JOSE PIZARRO. 
[No. 14.] Mr. Erving to Mr. Pizarro, dated, 
i Madrid, May 9, 1817. 
Sm—I have the honor to acknowldge the re- 
ceipt of vour excellency’y note of the 12th April, 
in reply to mine of the 24th March, relative to the 
case of Mr. Meade. You are pleased to inform 
me that~on sight of my said note you ordered 
the council of war to despatch, in all haste, the 
* consulta” which you had previously asked of it, 
relative to the affairs “ between Don Richardo 
Meade, and the house of Kaynes; Hunter, & Co. 
of London.” i ought to presume that by this or- 
der your excellency meant to promote the object of 
my former representations; but permit to observe, 
reterring to those representations that in 1.0 part of 
them have I considered the ‘termination of any 
process which may be pending before the council 
of war, between Mri Meade and the English mer- 
chants, ae at all essential to my purpose, which has 
been simply to obtain tlie release of the American 
citizen from an unjust imprisonment. An. impri- 


sonment which you yourselfyin a letter of Decem- | 


ber 8th, to the council of war, have declared to 
be illegal. In, that letter, your excellency has 
said that Mr. Meade’s case is not sufficiently com- 
prehe:ied within the law, under the pretence of 
which he has been imprisoned : “ quun (Meade) 
nesta bas tante determina dameate comprendido 
en el caso “e la ley que se cita para sa aresto.”’— 
Independent of this legal pojit; 1 have shown to 
your excellency, in my former notes, that the im- 
prisonment is unjust, be: his majesty’s trea- 
sury has the very funds should be paid to 
satisfy the judgment of the tribunals. was long 
since decided that Mr. Meade was a debtor to the 
English merchants; the funds in question had been 
deposited in the royal treasury, by order of the 
competent tribunals ; and, it has been proved, by 
authentic and complete documents, that the depo- 
site exists in the treasury as effective cash. What 
i have required then, as a measure of the plain- 
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est justice, is, that these funds should be paid 
‘the treasury to satisfy the judgment. Thus Mr 
Meade would be released trom prison, of course. 
and all necessity of legal decision, as to the nature 
of his imprisonment, would be superseded, and 
all litigious questions between him and the 
lish creditors would cease. 
ceeded in impréssing your excellency with this 
view of the subject, for, as far back as the 7th No. 
vember, you informed me that the affair was pro- 
perly within the department of Hacienda, and that 
his majesty would give his decision through that 
department. Wnder the same impression, doubt. 
less, you wrote to the minister of Hacienda, on 
the 4th December, desiring that a statement of 
the facts within the cognizance of his department 
might be sent to you, to the end that you might 
submit them to his majesty, to enable him to de- 
cide on the consulta of the council of war, of Nov. 
28, at that time before him. In the same way 
your-excellenc wrote to the council.of war, on 
the 8th December, requiring that all the original 
documents which relate to the nature of the de- 
posite made by Mr. Meade, should be sent to you. 
Even in your letter of February the 7th, to the 
same council of war, by which you return to it 
the “ antecedents,” you confine your view princi- 
pally to the existence and nature of the deposite. 

Convinced, then, as your excellency was, that 
the imprisonment of Meade was illegal, and as to 
the nature of the deposite, a point which you con- 
sidered all important in the case, having before 
you the certificates of the officers of Hacienda, as 
well as of the consulado of'Cadiz, proving that it 
existed in effective specie, i could not doubt but 
that you intended to submit the case to his ma- 
jesty’s decision, as announced in your letter of 
December 4th, to the minister of Hacienda, and 
conformably to what I had repeatedly proposed. 
You have not been pleased to acquaint: me with 
whatever motives you may have had for deviating 
from this intention, but it does appear that you 
have required of the council to determine on th : 
legality of the imprisonment, which was its own 
act; anact of which, in your letter of December 
8th, you expressed his majesty’s disapprobation, 
and the injusiice of which has been made still 
more apparent, by the abovementioned proofs, as 
to the nature of the deposite. It appears, also, 
that you transmitted to the same council, in the 
month of February, documents which you de- 

anded from it in the month of December, for 
‘the purpose of being laid before the king, but 
which are now to be enveloped in questions from 
which they had been, and stood, entirely sepa- 
rated. 

In thus sending the affair back to the council, 
the parties, Meade and M‘Dermot, are made use- 
lessly to litigate about the nature of the deposite 
which the government knows to exist in specie in 
its own treasury. ‘hus, the simple act of justice 
which I have demanded, is procrastinated to an 
indefinite time, being made dependent upon con- 
tentious questions, with which it has no necessary 
connexion. Your exeellency is perfectly convinc- 
ed, by documentary evidence of indisputable au- 
thority, from y. iment of the Hacienda, 
that the royal treasury isdebtor to Meade for the 
amount in spécie.of thé deposite made by him ; 
that with, or without law, Meade has been twelve 
months, and is still, in prison, for the same.amount 
due to the English claimants, for whose benefit 
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punal, which, at that time, had cognizance of the 
then pending ‘suit ; and.ii is evident that the re- 
payment of this money would release Meade from 
prison, at the same time that it would satisfy the 
English creditors. Allow me then to ask, to what 
useful end is the council of war now employed ?) 
To declare the illegality of its own acts! But all 
investigations of that nature will be rendered un- 
necessary, by the repayment of the money now 
in the hands of the government. The council can 
decide to whom of right the money deposited be- | 
longs; but on this point there is no dispute. The 
deposite belongs, of right, to the English credi- 
tors, represented by M‘Dermot The council 
has no control over the treasury. In examining 
therefore into the nature of the deposite, it can 
have ro other guide than the very official docu- 
ments which have been efore your excellency. 
‘These are unequivocal and conclusive. It mat- 
ters not now, whether the deposite, in its original 
form, was, or w48 not, of a nature to satisfy the 
demands of the English creditor. We can dis- 
nse with an examtmation of that question, also ; 
 osenitieg in whatever form the deposite was ,ori- 
¥ ginally made, it hasbeen now converted, by regu- 
lar fiscal operations, into effective cash, and in 
that form exists,.and in that form will be readily 
received by Mr. MDermot. The documents 
which certify the real nature of the deposite, can 
neither be called in question or!set aside by the 
council ; nor is there any necessity of a judicial 
investigation to establish the authenticity or vali- 
dity of them. Upon those grounds, therefore, 1 
renew iny demand, in every aspect of it so just, 
that your excellency would lay this case ministe- 
_rially before the king, and procure his order for 
the immediate repayment of the deposite existing 
im his treasury. 

(Signed) GEO. W. ERVING. 
Petition of +hrs. Meade, und papers communicated 
by her in relation to Richard W. Meade. 

(A.) To his excellency, the president of the 
United States—the following case is respectfully 
submitted, 

Richard W. Meade was born in Chester coun- 

He went to 
Spain in 1803, to claim restitution of property de- 
tained at Buenos Ayres, in which claim he was 
unsuccessful. He then established a commercial 
house at Cadiz, where he has ever since resided, 
in tne character of an American citizen ; and hav- 
ing held, from 1806 till the present year, the sta- 
tion of navy agent of the United States for the 
port of Cadiz. Mr. Meade hasa wife (the un- 
dersigned) and nine children, now residing in 
Philadelphia. 

In their late struggles, he rendered essential 
services to the people of Spain, as repeatedly and 
publicly acknowledged. In 1812, being in actual 
advance to the government of Spain, to the 
amount of near 800,000 dollars, and being sa- 
tished that the treasurer ere Don Victor 
Soret, was using the funds, which by contract had 
been appropriated to repay thatjadvance, he ap- 
pealed to the regency agaifst tlie Gonduct of the 
treasurer; and, receivingne satisfaction publish- 


ed a pamphlet, conti ae of his con- | 
tracts with the government, aid.its injustice to- | 
wards him; in consequence’ of Which publica. | 
tion, ‘i¢ was imprisoned for three nionths, and | 





} tribunal woul 





then rcleased on bail. Gn an appeal to the cor- | 
tes, Mr. Meade obtaivedan order fur the pay. 
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thent of his advances, which order has been but 
partially complied with, and that under enormous 
sacrifices, amounting, in many instances, to one 
third of the capital, Besides several years’ inter- 
ent, for which no allowance has ever been made 

tr. Meade also appealed to the cortes against 
the unjust proceedings of the regency in. impri- 
sdning him : the cortes reported the proceedin 
as illegal and unjust, land decreed the consti- 
tutional penalties against the minister who gave, 
and the judge who executed, the order. The 
dismissal of the rename by the cortes, and the 
subsequent dissolution of the cortis itself, on the 
arrival of king Ferdinand, prevented the report 
of the cortes against the regency being acted on, 
and the affair being revived by the supreme coun 
cilof war; composed of men subservient 6 the 
old regency, (who are now all in high offices 
round the court) it was lately decreedithat Mr. 
Meade should pay a fine of two thousand ducats 
for the publication ; which they termed a libel 
orf the late regents. Bia’ 

“ft is to be understood that the affair above ré- 
lated, of the imprisonment in 1812, is altogether 
distinct from the present confinement of Mr. 
Meade and its causes, though often erroneously 
blended with it: it will clearly appear, however, 
that the rancor produced by the events related, 
has operated with many now in power in stimulat- 
ing the present persecution, the circumstances 
leading to which are as follows: 

In 1811, Mr. Mexde was appointed assignee to 
the estate of James W. Glass, of Cadiz, declared 
bankrupt in Englasd, in consequence of his con- 
nexion with the house of Hunter, Raynes & Co. 
of London, against whom a commission of bank- 
ruptcy had issued: the appointment of Mr. M. 
was made by the tribunal of commerce of Cadiz, 
with the approbation of all the creditors in Cadiz, 
and was confirmed by the assignees in London— 
the tribunal of commerce having cognizance of all 
commercial affairs in Spain, and all persons carry- 
ing on trade there (even foreigners) being amena- 
ble thereto. Mr. M. gave bonds accordingly, to 
take charge of the effects of the estate, and to be 
responsible solely to thetribunal for the procéeds, be- 
ing prohibited, under thé penalty of the bonds, 
from disposing of the funds without the sanction 
of the tribunal. SS ae 

Having settled the affairs of the estate, and 
paid all demands thereon, there remained. in his 
ptt. St fifty two thou dollars, which he 
several times petitioned the tribunal to be per- 
mitted to remit to the assignees in London. The 
delays attending all Spanish proceedings prevent- 
ed the petitions being acted upon, until Mr. Dun- 
can Hunter, one of the principals of the bankrupt 
house, was sent to Cadiz, and when on the eve of 
retting the business settled, Mr. Glass (escaping 

rom his bail in England) appeared also in. Cadiz, 
and laid-an embargo on the Finds, under the pre- 
tence of having bé 
bankruptcy. Joh rmot was appointed as 
the agent of Huntef, Mr Meade offered to 
pay to Hunter or M t the amount in his 
hands, on their giving bonds satisfactory to the tri- 
bunal of commerce, in lieu of his own: those per- 
sons not being able to precure such ies as the 

d accept, that body, suddenly, and of 
its own ucécord, decreed that Mr. estou, on 
the following morning place the money in the 
king’s treasury, until M‘Dermot or Hunter should 
give the veenciiv required; it being declared that 
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all R. Meade’s property Should be e:sbargoed in case 
of nonpayment at the time limite4. In pursuance 
of the said order, Mr. M. made the deposite on 
sented td the tri- 
bunal the receipt in which the treasurer acknow- 
ledged to have received the sum in -question by 
order of the tribunal, to be held subject to the 
future disposition of that body. A question hav- 
ing been made, at the -instigation of _M*Dermot, 
whether the sum had been paid into, the treasury 
tn apecie, or in treasury notes, the intendant an- 
swered, to an official inquiry of the tribunai, that 
* the deposite had been made in due form under 
his inspection, in effective specie, and that. when- 
ever the tribunal should order its payment, his 


the following morning, 974 


majesty would pay it in the same cvin.” 


Notwithstanding this,a suit was brought against 
Mr, Meade by M‘Dermot, and the tribunal, aware 
né wrong in ordering the deposite, 
Mr. Meade should pay the money 
a second time! An appeal was entered from this 
decree to the superior’tribunal, called abradas 
(Mr. Meade having aright to that appeal by the 
7th and 20th articles of the treaty between the 
United States and Spaih.) While the causé was 
there pending, the plaintiff (through the English | 


that it b 
decided 
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f ment, but must await the result in tre 
iety; she cannot however avoid respectfully in. 


mbling anx. 


timating a hope, that if kindl disposed 
efficiently in a case on inperesting to Mr. Menas 
and: his family, the president will adopt so 
other means of attaining his purpose, than m4 
the agency of Mr. Erving, it being now perfect 
ascertained, that the representations of that 
tleman to the Spanish government on Mr. Mesie’s 
case, are not received with that respect, or at. 


commadation, due to theirjustice to his station and 
conduct, or to the character of the country he re. 
presents. On the contrary, his communications 


swered by trifling equivocations, insomuch as to 
render his exertions, however well intended and 
spirited, utterly useless. 
(Signed) MARGARET MEADE. 
Wife of itichard W. Meade. 
Philadelphia. 4th Dec. 1817. 


year 1817, to the treasurer of the revenue or provin. 
cial rents of Cadiz. os - 
By return of post without fail, you will please 


Minister) procured an order for the removal of/j state, if the deposite exists as yet, which R. W. 


the case to the council of war, at Madrid, where 


the sentence was confirmed. Mr. Meade had a, 
right of appeal, but was refused. He petitioned | 


the king, who commanded that he should be 


heard by the same court : but.as Mr, M. conceiv-| 


ed the judges to have evinced a‘partiality in the 
case, “at Mr. M’s request five new judges were 
added to the five, of which the court was before 


composed. In this state of the case, M‘Dermot! 
presented a petition, stating that Mr. M. was| 


about to leave Spain, aud praying that he should 
He compelled to pay the money or be put into con- 
finement, and the order was accordingly granted 
(througi: the influence of the British minister) by 
the five primitive judges, though the king had 
expressly decreed that no measure should be 


taken in the case of Mr. Meade, but with the pre-! 


sence of the new judges, On the 2d of May, 
1316, Mr. Meade was:seized ‘and imprisoned in 
the castle of Sta. Catalina, at Cadiz, confined in a 
dungeon, with a sentinel at hisdoor, and for se- 
veral months locked.up at nighit. 

The minister of the United, States Mr. Brving, 
has made strong remonstrances to the mors go- 
vernment against these Wnjust and cruel persect- 
tions of an Americap€itizen; those remdhstran- 
ces have drawn from’ the king an order to the 
council, to despatch Mr. Meade’s case; but there 
is at the same.time strong reason to believe, that 
while such an order is given, to’amnse the Ame- 
rican minister a secret order is given to delay the 
decision, as the present stute of the treasury would 
render the payment of the. money inconvenient, it be- 
ing apparent that the mongy» must be paid on the 
liberation of Mr. Meade. 7) 

For corroboration of the principal facts of the 
foregoing statement, and particularly those re- 
specting the deposite, _. circumstances under 
which it was made, the’presideiit is Teferred to 
the documents herewith sent (Noz] to No. 8.) 
Copies of thse relating to Mr. Erving’s corres- 
pondence with the Spanish government, have also 
been transmitted to the department of state at 
Washington.” 


| 
} 


} 
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Meade made on the the 19th February, 1814, of 
reals 1,050,327, and 20 maravedis, in virtue.of a 
sentence of the royal tribunal of the consulado of 
the day prior thereto. 
. (Signed) VICTGR SORET. 

Madrid, 22d of April, 1817. ° 

(Answer) In the moment that I received your 
official letter of the 22d of the present month, re. 


py of said letter to the administrator general of the 
revenue of the province, on the 28th of the-same 
month, in.consequence of all the archives corres- 
ponding to the yearin which the said deposite 
was made, existing in his department and under 
his control, and under this date he answered me 
as follows: 


vince. By the archives.of judical deposites and 
corresponding to the year 1814, which exist in this 
administration, it appears unquestionably that R. 
Meade deposited on the 19th February of the 


-unal of the consulado of the day before, the sum 
of reals of Vellon 1,050,327 and 20 maravedis and 
that no sum has evergbeen returned to the pre. 
sent day on account of said deposite, which I be 
leave to state in answer-to your official letter 
yesterday, in which you,transmit me a copy of 





the letter received by you from the treasurer ge- 

neral of the 22d of this month. 

/ (Signed) ANTONIO Y. SARBE. 

* Cadiz, 29th of April, 1817.” 

And which I therefore heg leave to transcribe 

to you as an answer to your official letter. 
(Signed) BENITO ELERS, 

Treasurer of Cadiz. 

Cadiz, 29th April, 1817. An exact copy. 
(Signed) R. W. MEADE. 

(C) Correspondente referred to by Mr. Erving, 
in his leiter 14th March. 

Copy of an uffici * addressed by Don Julian 

Fernandez Naveneté, treasurer’ general of Spain, 

for the year 1816, #0 the prior and consuls of the 

royal wibunal of commerce of Cadiz, and their 


answer. 








The undersigned, in making this appeal to the 
president, will not presume toadd a sing's eem- 





In order toanswer with due or correct. know- 


tended to with that promptness and desire of a 


have been trea‘ed with marked disregard, or'an,.- 


/(B) Copy of an oficial letter addressed by Don - 
Victor Soret, treasurer general of Spain, for the - 


lative to the deposite of R. W. Meade, [sentaco- - 


General administration of the rents of the pro- | 


said year, in virtue of a sentence of the royal tri- , 
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ledge, a: certain information or request, which 
has been demanded of me, by my superiors, with 
the least possible delay, you will be pleased to 
jnform me,-as early as possible, whether, by or} 
der of your tribunal, R. Meade made a deposite’ 
in the treasury of royal finances, or in that of the 
revenue? Of what amount said deposite was? if 
it exists at present and whether there is any impe- 
dimient to returning the same to him? 

(Signed) JULIAN FEKNANDEZ NAVANETE. 
An exact copy. (Signed kh. W. MEADE. 


{D] (Reply.) 

Under date of the 19th instant, you were pleas- 
édto’say to this royal tribunal, that, in order to 
answer certam information- which’ had been de- 
manded by your superiors, that this tribunal 
should state whether it was true, that by its order 
R. W. Meade had made any deposite in the royal 
treasury of finance or that of the revenye ? Of 
what amount it consisted? If it existed at pre- 
sent? And if there was any impediment to its being 
retured to him? a ; 

In reply to these questions, the consulado begs 
leave to state, that at the suit of John M‘Dermot, 
who claimed from BR. W Meade, for balance of 
accounts, the sumjof reals of v. 1,050,327 16 mara- 
vedis. Inthe course of the proceedings, this tri- 
bunal gave its sentence, commanding R. Meade 
to deposite the aforesaid sum in the royal treasury 
ofthe revenue, and this was done in treasury notes 
of effective cash, which said Meade had to re- 
ceive from said department, and the deposite was 
thus made, the treasurer obliging himself to hold 
the amount at the disposition of this trtbunal. 
The sum deposited subsists, and though M‘Der 
mot afterwards pretended that R. W. Meade | 
should deliver him said sum, without any regard 
to the deposite,it: did not take place, on account 
of Rt. Meade having appealed. ‘The said Meade 
applied to his majesty, and through the minister 
of finance there was issued aroyal order, dated 
Mth August, 1815, in which, it was commanded 
that in the mean time, that funds could be collect- 
éd, wherewith to return the aforesaid deposite, 
this tribunal should suspend its proceeedings. 
Thistmbunal consulted the supreme council of 
war on this point, and in virtue of a despatch, of 
which the adjoined is a hteral copy, they sub- 

/mitted the auto, or proceedings, to the supreme 
council as commanded by said roval order. The 
supreme council makes merit of the same in the 

¢ aforesaid document ; and it is the strongest proof 
that the deposite exists at the disposition of this 
tribunal,-from the circumstance of the auto, or 
suit, being still pending in the appeal before the 
supreme council. This tribunal cannot resolve to 
whom the sum so deposited is to be returned, and 
whilst the suit is dep:ndent on the appeal, this 
tribunal cannot regulate its sentence or proceed- 
ings , 
MIGUEL DE MARRON. 
NICHQLAS BLANCO. 
Anexact copy. (Signed) R. W* MEADE 

Cadiz, 29th Nov. 1816, 

Mr. Erving to Mr. Pizarro. 
Madrid, June 29th 1817. 
(E) To his exeeliency Don J we Pizarro, First 
Secretary of States =, 

SIR—My last note to You on the case of R. 

W. Meade, was onthe 9th May; that represen- 


(Signed) 
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tation: induced your excellency to repeat his ma- 
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jesty’sorlers to the council of war, tothe end: 
thiateit might forthwith evaceate the consuita, 
which has been so long siice Aemanded from 
it. It was to be expected, that ina case of this 
urgency, where the liberty, fortune, health, and 
domestic happiness of an innocent man, had been 
wantonly sacrificed, that the tribunal would have* 
hastened to repair the errors which it had fallen 
into, more particularly as in the name of my go- 
vernment, I had demanded the liberty of this in- 
dividual. Tt was not, however, till the 26th May, 
that the fiscal’s dictamen was given; that document 
after a vain attemayt to justify the anterior proceed- 
ing complained of, concluded in these words, ‘Pero 
en el dice q iando existe el deposito como sifvese. 
dinero efectivo segun expone el tescrero general 
i quando el consulado ra que -preceptuo a 
Meade verificase el deposito en te! ia de reu- 
tas parece que habiendo cumplido €6i*ambos 
extremos no debecontinuar por mas’ tiempo.su ar- 
resto.” ' 


‘Fhe conclusion which the fi has thus arrived — 
at,and the facts on which He iasfounded it, were 
as true twelve months ago as they aré'now. In’ 


fine, here is a furmal confession of the fiscal him® 
self, according to which, there is no ground for 
continuing the imprisonment of R. W. Meade a*® 
single moment; but though the indictamen wae’ 
given on the 26th May, R. W. Meade has’ not 
been released. I therefore pray that your excel- 
lency would be pleased to order, that the council 
act in conformity. to it without the least delay. 

Irenew to your excellency assurances of my 
most distinguished consideration, &c. 

(Signed) GrORGE W.'ERVING. 
nD see 
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NATIONAL LEGISLATURE. 
FIRST SESSION—-FIFTEENTH CONGRESS; - 





SENATE. 
Thureday, February 12, 
The Mint—Assays of Foreign Coin. 
The president. commiuticated to thé senate a 
letter from the eta othe treasury, trans- 









Mitting a report ‘thé"director of the Mint, 
Fespecting assays of foreign €oingy under the act: 
of April 29, 1816. ‘an? 

Military Bounty Lands—Aet of May 6th, 1817. 

Mr. Wilson submitted the following resolution 
for consideration : a 

Reso That the committee on the public 


lands be instructed to inquire into the-expcdien- 
cy of extending the time allowed by the act to 
provide for designating, surveying and granting 
the military bounty lands, approved May 6 1817, 
to non-commissidned officers and soldicrs, of the 
United States, or their representatives, to present, 
their claims to the see of war for military” 





bounty lands. 
Eastern. Bou of Mississippi. 
Mr. Wii of M pitoffered fo the se- 
nate instructions from the legislatiire of that s‘ate 


to their senatorsin congress, on the subject of the 
eastern boundary of the state; which was read, 
and, on motion of Mr. W, referred to a select 
committee. asia! 
: Locating Military Land HW ‘arranie. 
The bill, supplementary to the act further ex. 
tending the time for issuing and Jocating military 
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land warrants was taken up,and ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading. 

Conference upon the military appropriation bill. . 

Mr. Campbell, from the managers, on the patt 
of the senate, of the conference upon the diss. 
greeing votes of the two houses, on the senate’s 
amendment to the military appropriation bill, 
made a report embracing a detail of the proceed- 
ings of the conference, and of their inability to 
agree on the subject; which report was read. 

Surviving Officers, Soldiers 2c. of the revolution. 

The senate then resumed the consideration of 
the bill providing for the surviving officers, sol- 
diers, &c. of the revolutionary army; with the 
amendments reported thereto by the committee 
on military affairs. 

The question recurring upon a motion made 
some da to postpone the bill to July next, a 
debate: a upon the merits of the bill, which 
was not concluded before the senate adjourned. 

Friday, February 13. 

The bill supplementary to the act further ex- 
tending the time for issuing and locating military 
Jand warrants; the bill to authorize certain pur- 
chasers of public lands to withdraw their entries 
and transfer the monies paid thereon; were read 
the third time, passed, and sent to the house of re- 
presentatives. 3 

Expehditures on the Public Buildings. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States transmitting,in compliance with 
aresolution of the senate, a statement of the ex- 
penditures on the public buildings, and on account 
of their progress for the current year. 

The billto increase the salaries of certain judges 
of the courts of the United States, was read the 
second time. 

The bill for the relief of major general Arthur 
St. Clair, was taken up and ordered to a third 
reading. 

After partially considering some other subjects 
and postponing them to a future day, 

The senate resumed the consideration of the re- 
volutionary soldiers bill, (as stated above) after 
which—the senate adjourned to Monday. 


Monday, February 16. 
Trish Emigrant sociation. 

Mr. Sanford: presented the memorial of thé! 
New York Irish igrant Association, praying | 
that a portion of unsold lands (in the Illinois terri- ; 
tory) may be grauited totrustees, on an extended | 
term of credit, for the ee of being settled by 
emigrants from Ireland. 

The Tailors Petition. 

Mr. Lagock presented the petition of sundry 
dry good traders and master tailors of Philadel- 
phia, representing certain grievances and evils un- 
der which their business labors, from various causes 
from which they pray relief; and also praying 
hat additional duties may be imposed on import- 
ed ready made clothes,” means devised to 
prevent the illegal in iction thereof. 

Land Office East of N.. Orleans. 

Mr. —orrow from the committee of public lands, 
reported a bill for adjusting the claims to land, 
and establishing land offices east of the Island .f 
New Orleans ; which was read and passed to a se- 
cond reading. \ 

» © Two Naval Depots. 
Mr. Tait, from the committee on naval affairs, 


4 


dock yards, at such fit places as he shall des; : 

and appropriating—— dollars for the abntes 

which was read and passed to a second rea, , 
Sixth Circuit | vurt of the United States. 

The report of the judiciary committee, adverse’ 
to allowing the judge of the sixth circuit of the 
United States, additional compensation for extra 
services, was taken up and agreed to. 

Military Bounty Lands, Act of May 64h, 1819, ° 

The resolution on this subject submitted 2 
Mr. Wilson on the 12th inst. was considered Ba. 
agreed to. 

Military Appropriation Bill. 

A message having been received fivm the hoy 
of represeitatives announeing their determination 
to adhere to their disagreement to the senate’s 
amendment t» the military appropriation bijim | 

Mr. Campbell, moved that the senate recede 
from said amendment; which motion was degid. 
ed in the affirmative. 

So this amendment was accordingly withdrawn, 
and the secretary ordered to inform the house of 
representatives thereof. 


ders for this day ; and then proceeded tu the con. 
sideration of the bill providing for the , 
Surviving Revolutionary Soldiers. 

The question under cviisid-rition, wasa motion 
made some days ago, by Mr. King. to recommit 
the bill, with instractions to the committee so to, 
amend it, as to confine its provisions.tova yrant of, 
half pay for life to such of the surviving oflicers 
(alone) of the revojutionary army, as served for 
three years, or to the end of the war, including 
those entitled to half pay for life by any resolve 
of Congress, the half pay to be ascertained ac. 
cording to rank by which the accounts of the offi, 
cers were finally settled. ed 
The debate was resumed on, this subject, and 
continued to a late hour; in the course of which 
bey King withdrew his moti@n to recommit wie 





The question then recurred on the amendment, 
reported to the bill by the military committee, (ta, 
confine its application to those who served to the 
end of the war;) when 

A motion was made by Mr. Goldsboroug!:, and 
agreed to, to amend the a:nendment, by inserting, 
ithe words “ or those who served -—— years.” ° 
Mr. Crittenden moved to strike out the words 
*¢ on continental establisliment,” so as ‘to include 


motion was pending when the Senate adjourned. , 
Tuesday, February 17. 
Provisions of the treaty of Ghent—Egqualization of 
Duties. 
A message was received from ‘the President of 
the United States communicating two letters fom 
the British, minister, &c. ,See proceedings of the” 
house of representatives of this date.] 
Hibernian Society of Baltimore, | 
Mr. Goldsborough presented ‘the memorial of 
the Hibernian Society of Baltimore, praying # 
grant of land on terms similar to those, and in the 
same territory) as that prayed for by the New 
York Society, presented yesterday. 
Second reading, Naval Depots, &c. 
The bill to authorize the establishment of two 
naval depots, and the bill to provide for the par- 
chase. and distribution of the laws-of the United 








reported’a bill authorising the president of the 
United States to establish two naval depots and 


States, were severally read the second time. 


The senate postponed several subjects the or.” 


the militia who served the requisite period; which’ ~ 
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/ Revolutionary Officers, &c. 

The Senate then resuncd, in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Macon in the chair, the bill providing 
for the revolutionary officers, &c. ; 

The mction made yesterday by Mr. Crittenden 
to amend. the bill, so as to include the militia of 
the revolution, was first under consideration, and 
After some debate, it was negatived—ayes 7. 

Mr. Daggett proposed to strike out the words 
« mariner and marine,” to exclude these classes 
from. the benefit of the provision.. This motion 
also lost—a\ «s 7. 

An amendment was then taken up, reported by 
the military committee, requiring the pensions 
ale 5 granted by the general and state govern- 
ments, to be relinquished, to entitle an applicant 
tothe benefit of this bill. : a 

‘. 'Phis proposition produced considerable discus- 
sion. Before the question was taken, : 

Mr. Otis moved to strike out the word “ inca- 
pacitated,” so that no proof of peverty be requir- 
¢d-~but before «i decision took place, 

The Senate adjourned. 

Wedzesday, Feb. 18. 
Staff of the Army. 

Mr. Williams, of Tennessee, from the commit- 

tee on military affairs, reported a bill to reduce 
‘the staff of the army, which was read and passed 

to a second reading. 
Recovery of fugitive slaves. 

Mr, Crittenden, trom the committee on the ju- 
diciary, reported a bill from the house of repre- 
sentatives, to provide for the recovery of fugitive 

slaves, &c. with sundry amendments. 
Duty on sali not to be repealed. 

Thesenate took up the report of the committee 
of finance, on the inquiry referred to them, into 
the expediency of repealing the duty on salt, and 
in concurrence with that report, it was 

Resolved, ‘Vhat it isnot expedient to repeal the 
_haw imposing a duty on salt. 

The r°.ort was advocated by Mr. Campbell, 
and oppas-.by Messrs. Smith, Macon, Barbour 
and Merri. 

Contingent-expenses of the military establishment for 
1817. 


The president. communicated to the senate a 
letter from the secretary of war, transmitting, in 
pursuance to law, statements of the expenditure 
and application of all monies made at the offices 
of the first and second auditor of the treasury de- 

( partment, appropriated for the contingent expen- 
* ses of the military establishment, during the year 
1817. 
‘ Supplying United States’ troops. 
Mr. Barbour submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee, on -military,af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of chan, ing the mode of supplying the troops of 
the United States by contract, and. substituting 
one cheaper and more efficient, by subjecting the: 
parties undertaking that duty to military law, in’ 
case of delinquency. P 

The proposed amendment to the constitution, 
respecting the election of electors and represen- 
tatives in congress, was, on motion of Mr. Dicker- 
son, postponed to Wednesday next ;. and 

The senate resumed, in committee of the 
whole, Mr. Daggett in the chair, the consideration 
of the bill to. provide for the Surviving 8 
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/hension of the force and se 


| 


Revolutionary Patriots, 

The consideration of this subject again produce 
ed a ‘good deal of debate, chiefly on its details 
and prapontiione to alter various features of the 
bill. The discussion was conducted by Messrs. 
Noble, Otis, Talbot, Lacock, Barrill, Eppes, Mor- 
rill, Goldsborough and Vandyke. 

A motion made by Mr. Talbot, to strike out the 
words, * whe are or hereafter shall be reduced to 
indigence, and i ye of procuring subsis- 
tence,” was decided in the negative—ayes 14, 
noes 18. Adjourned. . 

[a 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. |. 
Thursday, Februury 12... >.” 
List of Balances. ws 


The speaker laid before: the house a letter 
from the comptroller of the treasury, nitting 
a partial list of balances, due» more, than’ three 
years prior to the 30th of nber, 1817, and 
which remained unsettled or day. - 

The mint—Assay of Foreign Coin. 
The speaker, also laid before the house a letter 
from the secretary ‘of the treasury, transmitting a. 
report of the director of the Mint, giving the re- 
sult of sundry s of foreign Soils, made in 
obedience to the act of April 29, 1816. 


_State-Papers, ..., 
Mr. Sergeant offe ‘a joint resolution, direct- 
ing the judges siipreme court to be furnish- 


ed each with a copy of Wait’s State Papers; which 
was twice read.and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. , bye 
Conference upon the militar: ion bill. 
Mr. Lowndes, from the committee conference 
on the dissgreeing votes of the two. houses 6n 
that part of the general military appropriation 
bill, which respects extra pay to officers of bre- 
vet rank when on sepxrate service, made a de- 
tailed. report, stating the views. of the committee / 
of this house, adverse to that appropriation, and 







the: arguments the conferees on the 
part of the senat sd their preference of it. 
It appears that ittees of the two- houses 


ng able to come to an agree- 
ent, each retaining its own,opini 
_After the reading of the report, Mr. Lowndes, 


rking that the views taken of the subject, by 
the committee rendered unnecessary the attempt 
to elucidate it by any further remarks from. him- 


self, moved that this house do adhere to its disa- 
greement to.the amendment of the senate which 
proposes an appropriation for the brevet extra 
ay. plata & 
. Mr. Mercer, suggesting. that the length of the 
report was such as to prevent a due compre- 
ofits reasoning by 
moved that the 
inted; which ‘fiio- > 















hearing it once read, he 
report lie on the table at 


tien was agreed to 


Mr. var 
solution for tion :: 

Resolved, That the committee on military af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making some prevision for the widows of such 
soldiers of the militia as after re: @ their 
homes in consequence of diseases. coiitracted 


red the following re- 


\ DiTe 
: os fT eater 





whilst in the service. 
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Mr. E. said, that a principle sim:lar to that con- 
tained in ‘the bill which was yesterday rejected, 
and he believed a large majority of the house’ 
were in favor of that provision, but had voted 

rst the bill on account of other provisions 
highiy objectionable, which it contained. His mo- 
tion was intended again to bring the subject be- 
fore the house—agreed to. 
Boundaries. 


Mr. Burwell, offered the following resolution, 
which he introduced with prefatory remarks, 
showing the expediency of the resolution 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to lay before this house, a statement of 
the monies paid for defraying the expenses of the 
deaanalilicaes under the 4th, _ h and 7th articles 
of the creaty of Ghent, specifying the items of 
expe fee ood the-clainis at this tine presented 
for t... Agreed to nem con. 

Letters of Lee and Franklin—Beaumarchais Claims. 

Mr. Mf Lane, offered for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved, That the president of the United 
States be requested to communicate to this house, 
a letter from Arthur Lee to the committee of fo- 
sign relations, dated at Paris; October 6th, 1777, 
and also a letter from Benjamin Franklin, Silas 
Deane and Arthur Lee, to”’the committee of fo- 
we relations, dated 7th September, 1777, if 
such letters are now to be and, if not, that 
he communicate to this ‘house whether such let- ; 
ters ever were received, the contents thereof, and | 
in what manner they have been lost. | 

On inquiry by Mr. Forsyth into the object. of | 
this motion, Mr M‘Lane stated, that he.wished to! 
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that the house should proceed in it at all This 
question was of higher importance thun res 

Mr. Meade merely: as it involved the eccied 
question of the Capacity of the government fo 

tend protection to its citizens—and certain! ne 
question of greater moment could ever ideas 
itself. Questions of this sort might someti ; 
lead to great national Consequences, and ou, 
therefore to be closely investigated and accurate 

ly examined It was with this view (in which he 
had the concurreace of the mover of the resol. 
tion) he moved that the resolution and the docu. ¢ 
ante papery be the case of R. W. Meade be - 
erre:| to a select committee, to examine ‘ 
port the facts, &c. : § mpeg 

Mr. Trimble assented to this course, 

It was perhaps proper, that there should be a 
report of a committee stating all the. factsp’and 
bring them into one point of view; and he was 
satisfied with a course having that object in view. 
Mr Johnson's resciutions on M litary Bi tabiichmeny, 

The house resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole, Mr. Desha in the chair, on the resoly. 
tions offered by Mr. Johnson of Ky. on the 9th of 
December, (see page 381 vol.4 of the National 
Register. firey 

No debate took place on these resolutions, but 
the question was successively taken on them, 


» They were all rejected except the 4th, which 
was passed over, (on account of information on 





| that subject having been called for from the milj. 


tary department)—and the 6th which was agreed 
to, by as large a majority as there was for reject. 
ing all the others. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Walker of N.C. 





have these Bppcr, with a view to a proper deci- 
sion on certain claims of the heirs of Caron de, 
Beaumarchais. He had understood, from authori. . 
ty that he fully relied on, that such letters had. 
been received, and had been in the department 
of state, affording more information on the sub- 


ject of these claims, than any documents in pos- 


session of the house, &c...Agreed to, nem.con. | 

- On motion of Mr. Bassett ten ve was given to, 
the committee on the claim heirs of Caron : 
de Beaumarchais, to exercis@t#e power of sending 
for persofis and papers. a3 

- Soldiers whothave loxt their Warrants 

On motion of Mr. Cushman, the committee on 
military affairs were instructéd to inquire into the | 
expediency of making furtier provision by law to| 
enuble any soldier entitled to’ bounty land .who 
has received an honorable discharge’ or a military 
land warrant, and is unable to produce the same, 
to obtain a patent. 

Case of Mr. Meade. 

_ Mr. Sergeant called the attention of the house 
to a resolution laid table by Mr. Trimble a 
few days ago, and there, together, with 
certain documents transmitted»to the house, by 
the executive on th jefsubject. That they re+ 
lated to a matter of gréat é, the house 
was aware, and so appeared to be. public, Mr. 
Sergeant did not mean t6 express any opinion at 
this time on the course which it would be proper 
to pursue in respect’ to it; but he would say, that 
it was asubject on which it became the hotse to 
proceed with great deliberation and caution, bu: 








and referred also to’a committee of the whole 
‘house on the 9th of December, (see page 38], 
| vol. 4.) was, after considerable debate, rejected. 
' The resolution offered on the 20th January, by 
, Mr. Comstock, upon the liency of i 
' pensions to wounded officers of the late arthy im 


| also rejected. 


| the committee then rose and 
ceedings to the house. 

The question being on concurrence in these se- 
yveral votes— 


Mr. Johnson’s Resolutions. 


Mr. Johnson, in a speech of half an hour, enter- 
ed his protest against the several decisions of the 
rouse. " : 

The votes in committee of the whdle were 
then severally concurred ing i 

When the sixth resolve was under considera- 

tion, Mr. Robertson, of Lou. moved to amend it 
by adding to it a proposition to this effect: that 
the military committee -be instructed to inqui 
into the expediency of educating at the military 
school of the United States, the sons of all officers, 
non-commissioned officers or privates, who have 
fallen in fighting for tieir country. 
' After considerable discussion the amendment 
was negatived, not, it is believed, from an objec- 
tion to the principle it embraced, but to its intro- 
duction in this manner. 

After the whole of the resolutions had been 
\ disposed of, and the sixth referred to the military 
committee to bring-in a bill— 

Mr. Robertson.renewed, in a separate form, the 
proposition he had failed just now in carrying by 








atthe same time with firmaess, if upon a due ex- 
amination of the facts, it should appear proper 


way of amendment, The house adjourned with-- 
out coming te a déeision on i. : 
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Friday, February 13. 
Extra. pry to Brevet Rank. ‘ 

Mr. Johnson of Ky. from the committee on mi- 
litary affairs, reported a bill repealing so much of 
the act ot July 6th 1812, as allows extra pay and 
emoluments to brevet rank; which was read, and 
committed to a committee of the whole house. 

Im tion of Iron, &%e. 

On motion of Mr. J. S. Smith, the secretary of 
the treasury was requested to lay before the house 
a statement of the number of tons of bar iron, iron 
in pigs, and cast and rolled iron, that has been 
imported into the United States annually, and 
from what.countries, from the first of May, 1812, 
to the first of May, 1817, and it any, what quanti- 
y has been exported during the same period. 

Office of Claims. ; , 

Mr. Johnson of Ky. offered the following motion 
for consideration : : 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be directed 
to report to the house of Kepresentatives, his 
opinion as tu the propriety of contihuing the of- 
fice of claims, for the term of one year from the 
Oth of April next, and if, in his opinion, this office 
should not be continued, to what branch of the war. 


department would it be proper to transfer the duties of 
the commissioner, to investigate the claims for lost pro- 


eo debate took place upon this resolution af- 
ter which Mr. Forsyth moved to strike out that 
part of the resolution printed in italics, which was 
agreed to, and thus modified, the reselution was 
adopted. = 
ik Half Pay Pensions to Widows. 

Mr. Harrison, obtained leave to bring in a bill 
to extend half-pay pensions for five years, to thé 
widows of soldiers who died in the public service 
during the late war, &c. by a vote of 55 to 52, 
anda committeé was appointed to bring in a bill 


The house took up the report of the conferees 
on the part of thé eeing votes ef the two 
houses; and 

On motion of Mr; Lowndes, the house resoly- 
ed to adhere to its disagreement to said amend- 
ment. ‘ 

. Military Education. 

The house then resumed the consideration, of 
the resolution yesterday offered by Mr. Robertson 

Leu. to instruct the military committee to in- 
quire into the expediency of educating at the mi- 
litary school of the: United States the. sons of all 

, officers non-< issioned . officers, or privates, 
who have fallen in fighting for their country. 





After disposing of several propositions to amend }}' 


the resolution, the following substitute offer- 
ed by Mr. Moore of Pa. was adopted. 

That the committee on. militarv affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency ef bring- 
ing in a bill embracing the following principles, 
viz. ‘That in all applications hereafter, for the ad- 
mission of cadets into the military academy of West 
Point, a pref: cave shal be given to the sons of the 
offizers, non-comissioned officers, and soldiers, who 
were killed in battle, or died in the service of the 
United States, in the late wat, giving a preference 

* to those least able to educate themselves, and best 
qualified for the military profession. 
General Bankrupt Bill: 
The house then, on motion’ of Mr. Hopkinson, 
resolved itself int6 a committee of the whole, Mr. | 


7 
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Smith of. Md. in the chair, on the bill to establish 
an uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the 
United States. 

The reading of this bill (which contains fifty- 
four printed fulio pages) occupied the remainder 
of the sitting; after the reading was finished, 

The committee rose and obtained leave to sit 
again. Adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. ‘16. 


After the transaction of some business of: no 
political importance, 
Mr. Williams of N.C.omade a supplementa 
report on the petition of John Iteland, which had, 
on his motion, been re-committed to the, commit- 

tee “ingen ‘i . ” ee 

- This re u as further 
against dhe Ghaies of John Ireland, a Jet 
ed by Conf. Barney toa member of ji 
denying the fact that. the destruction | house. 
for which compensation is: claimed, was atttibu- 
table to.the occupation thereof by the flotilla-men 
under his command, &c. 7 

On this: report some little debate took = > 
in which Mr. Stuart questioned the force of? this. 
sort of epistolary declaration, in. contradiction to 
the opposing evidence of seyeral persons on oath; 
and Mr... Smith, of Md. questioned .the correct-. 
ness of a particular part ofsthe report. To both, 
of these gentlemen Mr. Williams of N.C. replied, 

The report was. ultimately ordered to lie.on 
the table. sth 

Time of Cirguit Courts in Virginia. 

On motion of Mr. Tyler, the committee on’ the 
udiciary were instructed to iw into the ex- 
ediency of altering the time of holding the cir- 
cuit court of the United States for the Virginis 
district, holden at» Richmomd, from the 12th te’ 
to the 2d day of April, in each year. =. 

Consul at Mogadore. 


, On oom of Bloomfield, the committee~ on 
oreign relations. were ceed i eee nee 


_ testimony 













the expediency of establishing the:resi of a. 
consul at Mogadore, inthe empire of Morocco. 
Mr. B. assigned a8 a r4 for this:motion the 






ae se , alae 


ould afford o ming: fron 

ship-wreceked mariners and. Tr citizens; who 
might be unfortunate enough to fall inte the hands 
of the Arabs, ke. ae 

~ “Land to “Revolutionary Séldiers. 
|, Mr. Tarr, offered for consideration a motion to — 
the following efféct : 
“ That the committee on military ph be in- 
structéd to vig eto the expediency o Woah 
a tract of an hundred and sty pares of. land to, 
each surviving soldier of the late revolutionary, 
army, who enlisted for three y ithfully 
served but tlie term. of their en! 







é manner whick,, 
ie prdéposed— ~ s. yt 
The motion was agreed to, but not without a 
considerable number of negative notes. , 
Bankrupt Law. POR i 
The’ house thenmpesolved into a com e. of 
the whole, Mr. B Id in the chair, On the 


bill to establish an uniform bankrupt law. 
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Mr. Hopkinson, rose, and in an elaborate speech, | 
the delivery of which occupied from one until 
near four o'clock, spoke in suport of the mea- 
suve; and 1 

The committee rose, and reported progress; 
and—The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 17. 

Mr. Simpkins was appointed on the committee 
of so much of the president’s message as relates 
to the public buildings, vice Mr. Parris resigned. 

On motion of Mr. Sawyer, the committee of 
commerce and manufactures were instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of providing by law 
for staking the channel of Currituck sound fro 
the inlet to Powell’s Point. . 
ee Executive message. 







ge was received from - president, 
enc! ‘a report of the secretaay of siate, trans- 
mitti “him the remainder the correspon- 
dence > én our minister in Spain and the 
British government, touching Morillo’s blockade 


of the southern coast: The documents are not 
ef , much importance, but shall be published at an 


early day. 
Uniform Bankrupt Law. 

The remainder of the day was spent in com- 
mittee of the whole, ‘on the bill to establish an 
uniform system of banktuptey throughout the U. 
States. , ; 

Mr. Tyler moved to strike out the first section 
ef the bill, and supported the motion in a speech 
ef considerable length, and bf followed by Mr. 
Holmes of Mass...and Mr. ‘Pindal on the same 
side of the question, in speeches of some length. 
The latter, before he had concluded his. argu- 
ment, gave way for.a motion for the committee 
to rise, which prevailed. They reported ‘progress 
and obtained leave to sitagain. Adjourned. 


s eeitememmnestiedeel 
—-— 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER. 
2 hand you for ‘publication some articles of convention en- 
‘tered into between general and com. Bowles, com- 







manding the British heriverPlata. It is’ well 
known, that the English keeps a considerable na- 
val force constantly » and no sooner are 
patriot authorities established in Chili, than a) British 
force is despatched to Valaparaiso, to form, as it is said a 


mercial convention with gen San Martin the actual goy 

ernor of that proyince, . ugh the commanders of her na- 
val forces and t’- ir cofisiils im South Amerie». the English go: 
vernment maintains a regular cofrespondence and under- 
standing with those governments, and exercises an overbearing 


and all-controling aseendancy over their measures. Thus she }} 


derives all the advantages which she could reap from the ge- 


tual recognition of the independence of those countries, 


whilst she contrives to instigate other, goyernments to a course 
ef. policy which cannot fail to inspire the patriots with a never 
dying Spitit of resentment towards t j ! 
This convention with general Artigas, may serye to convince 
‘us, if any thing were Walitingijto eonvinee us, that England, 
free from that overs<aiing squéamishness which actuates 
ethicr governments, is, always ing to form compacts with 
any power whatever, for the iF cor rf 
the sale‘6f her manufactufes,! It is 
ef proclaiming neutrality jut there is ‘do 
sute Has beet set in ‘its'frue Weht by her agents in. South 
\ ica. svt : 
Expérience demonstrates, that in'proportion to the preva- 
lence influence imevery rv; may be expedted 
hostility #to Atierica—her rival in erce, and her ‘eon- 
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queéror,in naval warfare. The “union of interests” between 
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us and England, has become too stale and ridiculous to de 
ceive the most ighorant. The fact is, that more namerous 
points of contact and collision do not exist between any two 
nations on earth ; neture, habit and prejudice, conspire to 
make us irreconciliable enemies—Be it then the Study and the 


eare of American statesmen to watch the secret progress of ~ 
British hostility im time of peace, and to be mite! wh etch 
of war to make her ftel still more sensibly that jority in 
ae and enterprize, which the Gods have decreed 
us to enjoy.’ 
ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT 
Between citizen Joseph Artigas, Chief of the Orientalsand the 
Protector of the free people, and Lieutenant Edward Frank- 
land, commissioner of the forces of his Britannic majesty in 
South America, relative to the reciprocal security of free. 
trade between the subjects of his Britanni¢ majesty and 
the ports.of the Oriental shore of the river Plata, 

Aricle 1. The chief of the Orientals admits 
his part, all English merchants to a free t % 
and he binds himself to respect’ and Ciuse to 
respected, in all the ports under his command the | 
security, of their persons and property ; prov 
the English merchants, presenting. themselves in 
said ports, will bring a passport from the English 
commander or his representative, 

Article 2. Yhe English merchants will be re- 
quired to pay in said we the export and import 
duties already established and specified in the 
annexéd tariff: 

Article 3. No contribution of any kind or extra- « 
ordinary Ioan shall be imposed. upon British 
merchants. 

Article 4. The English merchants are allowed 
to pursue their trade in the ports Where they may 


‘establish themselves and receive:the goods that 


may suit them. 

Article 5:, The English commander will inte?- 
fere on his part with neutral and friendly govern: 
ments, in order that said tradé may not be iter 


}| rupted or molested. 


Article 6. ‘The English commantler of his ‘re¢ 


‘presentatives, shall not vy rrassport to 


English merchants going oF €omihg front ports 
belonging to that government with which weate 
actually at war. ‘ 

Article 7.) In Order that ‘these articles may 
have full force, diiplicate agreements’ Shall be 


signed’ by the commander of the naval forces of 


his Britannic majesty, and the® chief of the Orien- 
tals, both remamine, incase of beitié tatified, 
bound to each for the exact observarice’ofedch | 
article. ' 
Signed at Purification, on'the 8th 

JOSE ARTIGAS, 


(signed) 
; EDWARD PRANKLAND. 
' We. ratify the foregoing atticles of agreement 


of Aug. 1817. 


‘so corrected on the original, beating the abive 


expressed date, and ‘that it ‘may so appear, ¥ 


we 
} have signed it at Buenos Ayres, 20th Aug. 1817. 


(Signed) Wa. BOWLES, Giraoania f 
his Britanilic majesty’s naval forces in S. America. 
)R. P, STAPLES, H. B. M.,.Consu’. 


7 ai vig iP ’ ; ‘ 
, The viee-president took his seat as pr sident of the senate. 


on Thursday jest. The press of' official documents prevents, 
us from giving that vafiety to our pages, which some of our 
readers may desire, but we hope they wil) be more than com: 
pensated for this omission by having on their files the proceed: 
ings of our ial sis 
shall not be forgetful of that matter which may be more ac- 
ceptable, to many of On? readers, than political docunenty, 


and thus setve all; we lay by in’ reserve, such matters as te> _ 


late to the several states, for a more convenient season. 


legislature—In the recess of congres#we 
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